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and can easily be got over.    We'll help Danzig in quite a
different way/5

I asked whether I could count upon German financial
assistance in the form of bills of exchange. He replied that
I must see Schacht on that question; he (Keppler) had
absolutely no interest in it. He also saw no sense in exaggerat-
ing difficulties.

"All you have to do is to hold out; do what you like so
long as you stave off Danzig's financial collapse. You don't
need to worry about rebuilding Danzig's industries. That
is our affairs and we shall do it in quite a different way to
what you are proposing. The promotion of private enter-
prise is not the line of our future policy. The best your
schemes could achieve would be little crumbs of success,
snatched from other people's tables; there would be no
fundamental aryd permanent improvement. Your schemes
are illusory. What future can there be for your tramp
shipping idea? The world's tonnage available for such
purposes is far in excess of the demand. Thus all you
could do would be to divert to Danzig some small part of the
traffic by offers of better terms and rationalized working
conditions, and all you would gain would be a small return
for a very brief time. What can it amount to, with the free
market in this line shrinking month by month? Don't you
realize that transport is in process of nationalization every-
where?"

I replied that we had allowed for these difficulties. Just
waiting for something to turn up seemed to me a frivolous
policy* No one could guarantee a large-scale solution of
our most pressing problems. We had thus no choice but
at least to give a trial to practicable solutions for each par-
ticular difficulty *

"You won't succeed. There are no separate solutions,
became there are no separate problems/5 replied Kepplen

We reverted to a discussion of the currency trouble* and
I expressed my concern at being forced to adopt tlie un-
popular measure of devaluing the Danaag gulden.

"There's the flaw in your economics, party comrade/!
mterrupted Keppler impatiently. "Gold is rfdiciilously
antiquated as a, currency basis arid unit of value, ^ If you